


Friends: 
 
Rosh Hashanah is almost here and we are excited to begin the new year with you either  
on-site or on-screen. It is hard to believe that for the second consecutive year our High 
Holy Days will have a different look and feel to them. We know that far fewer people will 
be coming to the synagogue for services and that many of our members will be accessing 
our offerings on-line. What we have planned are services, educational opportunities and 
programming that we hope will create a sense of community and shared celebration even 
when we are not all together in-person. 

If you will be viewing this year’s services from home, you should know that the experience 
will be noticeably different from last year’s. Everything you see will be happening in real 
time. Nothing has been pre-recorded. Cantor Saralee will be with us on-site and her voice 
will blend that much more beautifully with those singing with her on the bimah and in the 
congregation. You will see Torah readers and those who have aliyot on the bimah at the 
same time (though not alongside one another) and the number of people coming to the 
bimah will be enhanced from last year. We will be employing our new live streaming  
capabilities in the sanctuary and we hope that you will feel the presence of many more  
people taking part in the services. 

If you are planning to join us in the synagogue, please note that proof of vaccination will 
be required. We kindly ask that you submit that before the holidays arrive so that we will 
have a record of your vaccination on file, but you can also bring your evidence of  
vaccination with you when you come to the synagogue for services. Once you are here, we 
will be seating individuals and families in a way that maintains proper social distancing. 
While some sanctuary seats have been reserved, most will be available on a first-come,  
first-served basis which is a new aspect of our services, one which we hope will bring a 
greater sense of togetherness to our sanctuary. And, of course, we will require that  
everyone remain masked (save for those who are speaking or chanting from one of the  
microphones) while you are in any part of the building. The outdoor courtyard will be  
reserved for those who wish to take a mask break. 

As we did last year, we have condensed the services in significant ways. This will allow us 
to have people in the sanctuary for less time than in year’s past (a health and safety  
measure) and will also mean that those viewing at home are not watching your screens for 
hours-on-end. 

For those in the synagogue or at home who would like to take a break from the sanctuary 
service, a study opportunity with one of the rabbis will take place each day at 11:00 AM. 
Folks at home will need to switch to the Zoom link for these sessions and we expect that 
sharing the screen with others for half-an-hour will be a nice alternative to the live  
streaming. 

Without question, coming to the synagogue has the advantage of allowing you to enter a 
space prepared for the purpose of worship. Sitting at home, with a myriad of distractions, 
will undoubtedly make feeling “prayerful” more challenging. 
 
With that in mind, we offer the following suggestions (some from last year): 
1. Before you sit down in the chair or on the sofa which will become your pew for the ser-
vice, consider leaving your house for a few moments and re-entering so as to feel that you 
are coming into a new space.  

 



 2. Have your machzor (High Holy Day prayer book) ready and waiting for you when 
you arrive in your prayer space.  

3. In whatever room you will be praying, determine in which direction you will need 
to face when it is time to face eastward. That is the direction of Jerusalem and, there-
fore, the direction we face for certain prayers (Barchu, the Amidah, Aleinu).  

4. On whatever device you are using to access the service, turn off the feature that  
allows messages to pop-up or notifications of emails or texts to appear on your 
screen.  

5. If you should happen to lose interest in a portion of the service, rather than check 
your emails or switch to a different channel, explore the machzor. There are interest-
ing explanations and wonderful readings to be found in the margins of every page. 

6. Introduce something beautiful to the area in which you will be praying. In the  
synagogue, we decorate the bimah with fresh flowers. You would be surprised at 
what a difference a bouquet of colorful flowers will make to your mental and emo-
tional state. 

TWO IMPORTANT SERVICE ITEMS  

Early portion of the morning service - The morning service typically begins with 
Birchot HaShachar (the morning blessings) and Pesukei D’Zimrah (the introductory 
psalms) prior to the formal start of Shacharit (the morning service) with Barchu.  
However, everything prior to Barchu can be recited by an individual without the  
presence of a minyan. In an effort to condense the morning service into our shortened 
time-frame, we will begin the service on all three mornings with Nishmat Kol Chai (p. 
67)  just before Barchu. The earlier pieces of the service can be recited individually  
prior to 10:00am. 

Shacharit Amidah - To preserve time, we will begin what would be the repetition of the 
Amidah together with Cantor Saralee and collectively recite the special piyyutim 
(liturgical poems). The remainder of the Amidah will not be chanted by Saralee aloud, 
but will instead be a time for individuals to recite the Amidah privately. 

Musaf Amidah - Following Cantor Saralee’s chanting of Hineni and the Chatzi Kaddish, 
she will proceed to the repetition of the Musaf Amidah and we will be chanting the 
Amidah along with her rather than reciting independently the private version of the 
Amidah.  Those who wish to recite the private version of the Amidah prior to its repe-
tition are encouraged to recite it at the conclusion of the haftarah. 
 
May this be a year of blessings, joy, fulfilment, love, good health and peace. And, we 
pray that next Rosh Hashanah we will all be back in the synagogue - unmasked - en-
joying the camaraderie and the sweetness that is best felt when we are all together. 

 L’shanah tovah tikateivu - May you be inscribed for a good new year. 

Rabbi Adam Wohlberg Rabbi Sam Hollander 

Jeffrey Goldstein, President Ari Goldberg, Executive Director 





Sukkot, Hoshanah Rabah,  
Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah  

On-Site and On-Line 
EREV SUKKOT 
{Monday, September 20} 

Evening Minyan - 6:00 PM  
  

SUKKOT - DAY 1 
{Tuesday, September 21} 

Shacharit - 9:30 AM  

Evening Minyan - 6:00 PM 

  

SUKKOT - DAY 2 
{Wednesday, September 22} 

Shacharit - 9:30 AM  
Evening Minyan - 7:15 PM  
  

SUKKOT - DAY 3 
{Thursday, September 23} 

Shacharit - 8:00 AM  

Evening Minyan - 6:30 PM   
 

SUKKOT - DAY 4  
{Friday, September 24} 

Shacharit - 8:00 AM  
Shabbat & Yom Tov Evening Service - 
6:00 PM  
  
SUKKOT - DAY 5 
Shabbat and  
Chol Ha’Moed Sukkot   
{Saturday, September 25} 
Tot Shabbat - 9:00 AM  

Shacharit - 9:30 AM  
  

SUKKOT - DAY 6 
{Sunday, September 26} 

Shacharit - 8:15 AM  
Evening Minyan - 7:30 PM  
  

HOSHANAH RABAH/ 
EREV SHEMINI ATZERET 
{Monday, September 27} 

Morning Minyan - 7:30 AM  
Ma’ariv & Yizkor  - 6:30 PM 

  

SHEMINI ATZERET 
{Tuesday, September 28} 

Shacharit & Yizkor - 9:30 AM 
 

SIMCHAT TORAH 
{Tuesday, September 28} 
Simchat Torah  Celebration with 

Ma’ariv/"Hakafot" - 6:30 PM  
 

SIMCHAT TORAH 
{Wednesday, September 29} 

Shacharit - 9:30 AM  

Ma’ariv - 7:15 PM  

On-site and Zoom 
 
On-site and Livestream 
 
Zoom Only 
 
On-site Only 

For the service links, visit:  
www.tsinai.com/5782 





























Temple Sinai Men’s Club is an active segment of  the synagogue which 

promotes philanthropic, spiritual and social activities for its members and the          
synagogue at large.   

Open to all male synagogue members and fathers of pre-schoolers and religious 
school students, our organization hosts a variety of appealing events. 

Our wonderfully-successful Men in the Kitchen (MITK) catering service is an on-going, 
in-house volunteer program which offers congregants a high-value and low-cost    
alternative to external caterers for their simchas.   

 
We engage the men of our congregation with 
fun social activities like Texas Hold’em Poker 
Tournaments, Sunday brunches, a softball team, 
local outings and many others.   This year we 
will be holding our events on Zoom and when 
we are able, socially distanced. 

 
 For more information, please visit: www.tsinai.com/mens-club  

Hazak is the senior arm of the United Synagogue family.  Its goal is to provide   

social, religious, and learning opportunities for Jewish men and women age 55+. 
 
Some of the ways through which we are involved in the life of Temple Sinai: 

• Maintaining the synagogue’s library 

• Presenting each Bar/Bat Mitzvah with a tzedakah box 

• Participating in Pre-school and Camp Maccabee programs 

• Volunteering in the community with bikkur cholim 

 

Our meetings this year will be on Zoom until further notice with programs to increase 
knowledge and offer entertainment.  
 

For a listing of  all synagogue groups, please  
visit www.tsinai.com and get involved today! 

For more information, please contact Susan Bratt,  
susankbratt@gmail.com or  Paul Bratt Hazak Co-Presidents 

Scouts  is a kosher chartered Scout Troop; this means that we follow traditional  

Jewish dietary laws and customs at all activities. Our mission is to give boys and girls a 
place to have a Jewish centered scouting experience. Along with our associated Cub 
Pack 498 we accept Scouts; boys and girl, Scouters; Men and women, from all faiths 
and denominations. For more information visit:  
https://dresher665.mytroop.us/front_page  
 

http://www.tsinai.com/mens-club
http://www.tsinai.com
https://dresher665.mytroop.us/front_page



